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In Chinese culture, gift-giving serves as a vital means to maintain
interpersonal relationships, express respect, and convey emotions. The
selection, presentation, and taboos of gifts are meticulously tailored
to different occasions and recipients. Below is a detailed analysis

categorized by occasion and recipient:

I. Gift Etiquette for Various Occasions

1. Festive Occasions

Spring Festival:

Gift Recommendations: Red envelopes (even amounts, e.g., ¥200;
avoid odd numbers or those containing "4"), pastry gift boxes, tea,
and fruits (e.g., apples symbolizing peace, oranges symbolizing
auspiciousness).

Taboos: Avoid clocks (homophonic with "sending off death"), pears
("separation"), and white or black packaging.

Mid-Autumn Festival:

Gift Recommendations: Traditional mooncake boxes, tea, and red wine.
Taboos: Odd-numbered mooncakes (symbolizing incompleteness)

and damaged packaging.



2. Gift-Giving for Life's Important Moments

Weddings

Gift Recommendations: Red envelopes (lucky numbers like ¥666,
¥888), paired tableware, and red home decorations (e.qg.,
dragon-and-phoenix pillow sets).

Taboos: Umbrellas ("separation”), green hats (symbolizing infidelity),
and knives/scissors ("cutting off relationships").

Birthdays

Elders’ Birthdays: Peach-shaped pastries (longevity symbol), red
clothing, and health products (e.g., ginseng).

Friends’ Birthdays: Books, handicrafts, and customized gifts (e.g.,
engraved jewelry).

Taboos: Clocks, white or black gifts (associated with misfortune).
3. Business Settings

First Meetings: Local specialties (e.g., West Lake Longjing tea) and
high-end stationery (e.g., branded pens).

Successful Collaborations: Artworks (e.g., traditional Chinese paintings)
and premium liquor (Moutai or red wine).

Taboos: Overly personal items (e.g., ties, perfume) and cash (risk of
being misconstrued as bribery).

4. Hospital Visits

Gift Recommendations: Flowers (avoid white or chrysanthemums),



fruit baskets (apples, oranges), and nutritional products (e.g., honey).

Taboos: Pears ("separation"), clocks, and sharp objects.

Il. Gift Selection for Different Recipients

1. Family and Relatives
Parents/Elders: Practical items (massagers, warm clothing, high-quality
tea); symbolic gifts (red scarves for luck, pine potted plants for
longevity).
Younger Generations: Red envelopes (moderate amounts), stationery,
and educational toys.
2. Friends and Colleagues
Casual Friends: Snack boxes, books, and small potted plants.
Close Friends: Customized gifts (photo albums) and experiential gifts
(restaurant vouchers).

Colleagues/Supervisors: Avoid overly expensive items; opt for office
supplies (notebook sets) or coffee gift boxes.
3. Clients and Partners
Chinese Clients: Premium tea, silk products, and porcelain.
International Clients: Chinese-style gifts (calligraphy fans, cloisonné).
Note: Research cultural taboos in advance (e.g., alcohol is prohibited
for Islamic clients).

4. Special Relationships



Teachers/Mentors: Books, fountain pens, and handwritten thank-you
cards (handwritten notes emphasize sincerity).

Newborn Families: Gold ornaments (e.g., longevity locks), colorful
baby clothes (avoid white), and red envelopes.
lll. General Etiquette and Taboos
1. Packaging and Presentation
Use red or gold wrapping (symbolizing festivity); avoid white or black.
Present gifts with both hands and humbly say, "Just a small token of
my appreciation.”
Avoid opening gifts immediately (Chinese typically wait to unwrap
them privately).
2. Symbolism of Numbers

Lucky Numbers: 6 ("smoothness"), 8 ("prosperity"), 9 ("eternity") (e.q.,
a box of 6 apples).
Unlucky Numbers: 4 (homophonic with "death") and odd numbers
(associated with funerals).
3. Balance of Cost and Sincerity
Overly expensive gifts may embarrass recipients, while inexpensive
ones may seem dismissive.
Handmade gifts (e.g., handwritten letters, homemade pastries) are
highly cherished for their sincerity.

4. Regional Differences



Northern China: Prioritizes practicality (e.g., cooking oil and rice gift
boxes).

Southern China: Prefers delicate items (e.g., imported snacks,
premium tea).

IV. Modern Trends and Traditional Integration

Youth Preferences: Cultural and creative products (e.g., Forbidden City
co-branded items) and experiential gifts (travel packages).
Environmental Awareness: Reduced excessive packaging and
adoption of sustainable materials.

Digital Gifts: Electronic red envelopes (WeChat/Alipay) and virtual
membership cards.

In Chinese culture, the value of a gift lies not in its material
worth but in the heartfelt respect and emotions it conveys. By
selecting gifts appropriately and adhering to etiquette, individuals can
strengthen relationships and demonstrate cultural literacy. As stated
in The Book of Rites: "Propriety demands reciprocity—giving without
receiving is impolite," a principle that remains a cornerstone of

interpersonal relationships today.
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